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    Taylor installed Eugene 
Habecker as its thirtieth 
president Friday. The inau-
guration was held as origi-
nally planned. However, the 
ceremony was completely re-
purposed.
    Early in the year, the Ha-
beckers requested their en-
tire family, including the 
student body, be present at 
the inauguration. Because of 
Wednesday night’s tragedy, 
the president and the inaugu-
ral coordinators met Thurs-
day morning and decided to 
continue with the inaugura-
tion, but to signifi cantly alter 
the program plans. 
    On Friday morning, 
inauguration participants, 
including delegates and 
faculty, dressed in their aca-
demic regalia solemnly fi led 
into Odle Arena. The back-
drop of the stage was lined 
with fl ags from hundreds of 
nations, representing places 
Taylor students have studied 
and lived. 
   As students and other 
guests fi led into the arena, 
they were given a single car-
nation as a symbol to remem-
ber the accident victims. 
    Board of Trustees’ mem-
ber LaRita Boren opened the 
ceremony. The Chorale sang 
two pieces and Student Body 
President Matt Mancinelli 
read Scripture along with 
Taylor Fort Wayne student 
representative Timothy Gro-
man and the three Habecker 
children. Speakers from the 
Irish Studies Program, the 
American Bible Society and 
the Indiana Secretary of State 
gave their greetings. 
   “How like God to have al-
ready arranged on a week-
end like this, to send dozens 
and hundreds of our friends 
and colleagues from all over, 
to come and help hold up 
our hands,” president Ha-
becker said. “I thank God 
that even in this diffi cult mo-
ment he has sent all of you to 
our midst these days … how 
like God.”
      Professor Phil Loy intro-
duced President Habecker 
before the inaugural speech. 
He also made reference to 
the tragedy and reminded 
students how much faculty 
members care for them. 
    “Together we form a com-
munity of faith, and as a 
community we’re hurting,” 
he said. 
    Before delving into his in-
augural address, President 
Habecker prefaced his state-
ments by explaining how the 
campus was processing the 
week’s events. 
    “We want you to evaluate 
our words this morning, but 
primarily we want you to 
listen to our hearts and we 
want you to judge us by our 
intentions,” he said. 
    He also encouraged visi-
tors to say a kind word to a 
Taylor student before leaving 
campus.
    “Look around at the eyes of 
our students this morning,” 
he said. “You want to be able 
to say, ‘I talked with them. I 
hugged them. I looked into 
their eyes.’”
   He also provided a new 
way to view suffering.
   “To grieve is to allow our 
losses to tear apart feelings of 
security and safety and lead 
us to the painful truth of our 
brokenness,” he said. “As we 
feel the pain of our own loss-
es, our grieving hearts open 
our inner eye to a world in 
which losses are suffered far 
beyond our own little world 
of family, friends and col-
leagues. It is the world of 
prisoners, refugees, AIDS 
patients and starving chil-
dren.”
     President Habecker of-
fered the idea that through 
the pain of hurting hearts, 
students and staff can con-
nect with the moaning and 
groaning of a suffering hu-
manity.
  “Then our mourning be-
comes larger than ourselves,” 
he said.
    See 'Ceremony' Page 2
        It has been over two years 
since Taylor halted the devel-
opment of the controversial 
phrase “We Covenant.” For 
those who have been eagerly 
anticipating the university’s 
next nameplate mantra, your 
wait is over – a new era as ar-
rived. 
    On April 4, just two and 
a half months after its ide-
ation, the President’s Coun-
cil unanimously approved 
the university’s new tagline, 
“Beyond the Mind.” The 
council also approved a new 
corporate logo as well as an 
updated color palate. 
   In 2003 the university out-
sourced the design of its 
branding campaign to Crane 
Marketing, whose tagline, 
“We Covenant,” soft colors 
and elliptic images are very 
familiar to students today. 
However, for the design of 
its next campaign, Taylor en-
trusted the task to three of its 
own: Steve Mortland, associ-
ate vice president of enroll-
ment services; Amy Barnett, 
coordinator of communica-
tions; and Steve Christensen, 
university graphic designer. 
     “When President Habeck-
er arrived, he felt that there 
were some issues with the 
current branding of the uni-
versity.” Mortland said. “He 
felt that there was no essen-
tial tagline that tied every-
thing together. He also felt 
that our current color palate 
was a bit bland, and was con-
cerned that we didn’t have a 
logo that clearly identifi ed us 
as a Christian university.” 
    Mortland and Barnett be-
gan the process of attempt-
ing to create a fi tting tagline 
that would capture essence 
of the university.
    “We wanted [the tagline] to 
be short, but we didn’t want 
it to be a mission statement 
boiled down to three or four 
words,” Mortland said. “We 
wanted it to raise questions 
without raising confusion, 
and we thought it was im-
portant that it could be un-
derstood by those who have 
been around Taylor, as well 
as those who are new to the 
university.” 
        Mortland knew that bring-
ing these elements together 
while having it resonate well 
would be a challenge. 
   “There are a couple of ways 
to go about creating a tag-
line,” Mortland said. “You 
can create a tagline that takes 
some risks, one that can be 
interpreted differently de-
pending on how the listener 
views Taylor. The other way 
to do it would be to stay 
safe. Before ‘We Covenant’ 
we had ‘Scholarship, Lead-
ership, Christian Commit-
ment,’ which was a very safe 
tagline.” 
    Mortland found “Beyond 
the Mind” while digging 
around for words having to 
do with the idea of change. 
He stumbled across the Greek 
word "metanioa" – meaning 
“a change of the mind,” or 
in some translations, literally 
“beyond the mind.” 
    “A Taylor education does 
not stop at the education of 
the mind, but delivers a val-
ue added component,” Mort-
land said. “The choice of the 
word ‘beyond’ is essential 
because it does not lead the 
hearer to the impression that 
this value added experience 
is separate for the Taylor ex-
perience. It calls for stretch-
ing and reaching – essential 
elements of a challenging 
education.” 
    After fi nalizing the tagline, 
Mortland spoke to Chris-
tensen about developing a 
new corporate logo as well 
as an updated color palette. 
Christensen went through 
approximately 40 versions of 
his design before settling on 
one he felt worked best. The 
new logo keeps the “cross 
and crucible” idea but ex-
pands more upon the “TU” 
concept. Christensen also 
tweaked the current color 
palette, creating a bolder 
overall look. 
    “The color palette has 
a lot more contrast now,” 
Christensen said. “We didn’t 
throw away what we already 
had in place, we just intensi-
fi ed the existing palette and 
connected each one with a 
characteristic of Taylor.” 
          See 'Tagline' Page 2
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'United 93' takes 
realistic look at 
fateful flight 
Photo by Jim Garringer
Eugene Habecker presents Bonnie Odle with a plaque announcing the name change 
from the Don Odle Gymnasium to Odle Arena. The weekend also included the inaugura-
tion ceremony, the Council of 100 reception and the President's Dinner in honor of the 
installation of  Habecker as the thirtieth president of Taylor.
News
Habecker inaugurated as president
Taylor goes 'Beyond the Mind' VanRyn starts road 
to recovery





     Senior Laura VanRyn con-
tinues to bring hope as the 
Taylor family mourns the 
loss of four students and one 
staff member in last week’s 
crash on I-69 S. While Connie 
Magers, Vickie Rhodes and 
Michelle Miller have all been 
released from the hospital, 
Laura remains in critical con-
dition at Parkview Hospital 
in Fort Wayne. However, she 
has shown signs of improve-
ment over the week.
     According to Laura’s par-
ents, Susie and Don VanRyn, 
the doctors expect Laura to 
physically heal, but feel less 
sure of her mental stability. 
     “They really can’t tell 
cognitive damage until she 
wakes up, and they can’t 
tell when she’ll wake up,” 
Don said. “The doctors have 
pretty much done everything 
they can, and she’s in care 
mode, and we’re waiting for 
the Great Physician to touch 
her brain . . . until he touch-
es her and says, ‘It’s time to 
wake up.’”
     Laura has responded to 
some commands throughout 
the week, such as raising her 
thumbs when asked. Howev-
er, she remains in a comatose 
state.
     Laura’s parents and sister 
arrived in Fort Wayne three 
hours after they received 
a call from the chaplain 
at Parkview Hospital last 
Wednesday night. A group 
of 10-15 Taylor students were 
already at the hospital when 
they arrived. Her two older 
brothers, Mark and Kenny 
came later on Thursday. 
     Many friends have visited 
Laura throughout the week, 
including friends from Tay-
lor and family friends.
     “We’re part of three pretty 
big Christian communities,” 
Laura’s older sister Lisa Van-
Ryn (00’) said. “The Taylor 
community has been awe-
some of course . . . our church 
community back home in 
Grand Rapids . . . and also 
we’re part of Upper Peninsu-
la Bible Camp, which we’ve 
been at for years. We’ve been 
very uplifted by people and 
just really encouraged, and 
that’s been awesome.”
     A local church has brought 
Laura’s friends and family a 
number of meals and already 
has meals lined up for the 
days to come. Laura’s friends 
on the Taylor lacrosse team 
have also brought food for 
her family and friends.
     In addition to food, the 
VanRyns have received free 
accommodations at the Sa-
maritan House in Fort Wayne 
and countless prayers. Lau-
ra’s parents have found the 
strength to get through this 
past week by relying on 
God.
     “(God) provides super-
natural strength in these situ-
ations. Our question is, for an 
unbeliever, how do you do 
it? We know how we’re able 
to do it. You just get upheld 
in times like this, as we have. 
You’re given an extra mea-
sure of grace and strength,” 
Don VanRyn said.
          See 'VanRyn' Page 2
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    Some of the these new 
colors include “brick red,” 
which matches many of the 
campus’ buildings, “coun-
tryside,” a grass green that 
symbolizes the vast land-
scape the campus offers and 
the brand new “cappuccino” 
a deep brown that develops 
the idea of  world engage-
ment.
   “The exsisting [cross and 
crucible] logo was devel-
oped during the [former Tay-
lor President]  Milo Regider 
era,” Christensen said. “We 
wanted to keep that tradi-
tional feel, but change the 
look to bring it up-to-date 
with the twenty-fi rst century. 
Also, there wasn’t anything 
in the logo to signify the Up-
land campus architecture. I 
added the angle on the cross 
to refl ect the bell tower’s de-
sign.” 
   Mortland, Barnett and 
Christensen then began the 
process of testing their new 
concepts on focus groups 
consisting of current stu-
dents, parents, alumni, 
prospective students and 
parents, faculty and staff. 
Overall, 95 percent of those 
surveyed felt that the new 
campaign was either "better" 
or "much better" in compari-
son to material from other 
colleges. 
    “Our research was very 
encouraging," Mortland 
said. “It gave us reasonable 
assurance that the proposed 
branding campaign would 
provide an outstanding 
platorm for communicating 
the unique Taylor message 
to our key audiences.” 
    President Habecker be-
lieves the “Beyond the 
Mind” message is one that 
challenges the listener and 
provides a glimpse of what 
is at Taylor’s core. 
    “We talk a lot about the 
strong academic program 
that we have here at Taylor,” 
Habecker said. “But one of 
the distinctive qualities of 
our university is that we of-
fer a whole person educa-
tion. Jesus says to love the 
Lord your God with all of 
your heart, soul and mind. I 
feel that the new tagline and 
logo communicate all those 
elements very well.”  
    The new campaign will 
begin to appear in univer-
sity materials over the next 
few weeks with a full launch 
slated for the fall. 
NEWS PAGE 2MAY 5, 2006
News
TU+kids=inspiration
Nursing home hosts prom
    The annual prom held at 
the University Nursing Cen-
ter in Upland, Ind. is sched-
uled for Saturday, May 6, at 2 
p.m. This event allows nurs-
ing home residents and Tay-
lor students to put on their 
formal attire for a time of 
dancing and fellowship. 
     Ribbon and fl owers will 
decorate the center dining 
hall, and an assortment of 
foods will be displayed on a 
large table. A band will play 
what students call “oldies” 
but what the residents call 
“hit songs.”
       This will be the sixth 
prom for resident Afton 
Shaw. She’s not sure how 
many there have been before 
she arrived, but she has en-
joyed prom each year she has 
attended. This year she will 
be attending as a queen on 
the prom court. She, another 
queen, and two kings were 
chosen this week and are an-
ticipating which couple will 
be crowned Saturday after-
noon.
    Prom is not only for the 
residents, however. Students 
have attended each year and 
enjoyed dancing with the 
residents. 
     Senior Nathan Miley remi-
nisces of the past years he 
and many other men from 
the Taylor football team have 
attended.
    “The best part is dancing 
with the ladies in the walk-
ers, when you get them to 
hold on to you instead of 
the walkers. All it takes is a 
little excitement and enthusi-
asm to get them on the dance 
fl oor." he said. "I love it every 
year. It has been a highlight 
for me, and the residents 
love it too. Nothing makes 
you feel better than making 
those people’s day!”  
         For those interested in 
attending, the nursing home 
is located across from the 








Memorials for each of the students who passed away in the accident can be sent to each of the 
following places respectively:
Whitney Cerak - Invisible Children, through the Nelson Funeral Home.
Laurel Erb - Wheaton Academy Zambia Project or to the Taylor University Department of Art, 236 
W. Reade Ave, Upland, Indiana 46989-1001. Laurel’s parents have also set up an email address for 
people to send stories they have of Laurel. Send stories and thoughts to memories@stob.com.
Brad Larson - Taylor University, Attn: Toni Newlin, 236 West Reade Avenue, Upland IN 46989; in 
memory of Brad Larson.
Betsy Smith - Decatur Christian School, 3475 N. Maple Ave., Decatur, Illinois 62526 or the Betsy 
Smith Memorial Scholarship, Taylor University, 236 W. Reade Ave., Upland, Indiana 46989.
A memorial service for the students and staff member Monica Felver will be held on Sunday at 
8 p.m. (EDT) in Rediger Auditorium.
Photo by Alisse Goldsmith  
Students' memories stay alive
   Thirty fi fth-grade East Al-
len students came to Tay-
lor yesterday to participate 
in the Taylor Mathematics 
Department Intervention 
Project.  The TMDIP began 
three years ago in conjunc-
tion with East Allen County 
School’s Gifted and Talented 
program.  An ICTM grant for 
teachers supported the proj-
ect in 2005. The grant was 
pulled for 2006, but the pro-
gram continued.  
      The project aims to pro-
vide fi fth-grade TAG stu-
dents with a college campus 
experience, to encourage 
them to pursue a college pre-
paratory track and deliver 
unique mathematical enrich-
ment activities.
       “Response [to this proj-
ect] has been mostly posi-
tive,” student director Kath-
ryn Kendall said.  “[It is] 
good for education majors 
and math majors to experi-
ence working with kids.”
     The TMDIP began in 
March when Taylor math 
and education majors trav-
eled to Park Hill Learning 
Center in New Haven to 
meet their math buddies. 
The college-fi fth grade pairs 
played mathematic pentath-
lon games, competing in 
lively mathematic competi-
tions. 
    The pairs then exchanged 
e-mail addresses. Taylor stu-
dents corresponded with 
their buddies throughout the 
semester, sending them math 
puzzles and encouraging 
e-mails.  The project culmi-
nated with the fi fth-graders’ 
visit to campus.
   “I love working with the 
kids and inspiring them to do 
better in math,” said sopho-
more Erin Sanders.  “[It is 
good to] encourage them to 
continue in math and to en-
courage them to be fi rst gen-
eration college students.”
      TU students opened Thurs-
day’s activities by discussing 
their college experiences and 
the importance of college. 
Kendall noted the positive 
impact of college completion 
on annual income, and dis-
cussed additional benefi ts of 
obtaining a college degree.  
    The East Allen students 
were given a campus tour 
then played games with John 
Bundick.  The day ended with 
a math workshop in Nuss-
baum.  Students discussed 
the Four Color Theorem, the 
concept that only four colors 
are needed to shade maps, 
and made maps to test the 
theory.  Students were also 
shown a math walk-through, 
where an index card is cut to 
fi t a student’s waist.    
    “[This project] is kind of 
cool because we get to learn 
new things,” said Hoagland 
Elementary School student 
Hannah Springer.  “Every-
body here is really nice.”
    "Students come back [from 
Taylor] and tell their teach-
ers…they are going to col-
lege," teacher Gary Wells 
said. "[We have] no problem 
getting students to partici-
pate. The problem is picking 
which ones should partici-
pate.”    
        
 
    After the inauguration and 
investiture ceremony were 
completed, an afternoon of 
bittersweet celebration be-
gan. 
   At 2 p.m., there was a cer-
emony at the Venture for Vic-
tory display in the Odle Are-
na. Many of former Taylor 
basketball coach Don Odle’s 
players came and enjoyed a 
time of sharing memories.
   At 3 p.m., the Council of 
100 was invited to a recep-
tion and an induction of new 
names to the wall of honor in 
the Zondervan library. 
   The Council of 100 com-
memorates people or fami-
lies who have given $100,000 
to Taylor in their lifetime. Ten 
new members were inducted 
into the council, bringing the 
total number of members to 
168. 
    The Council of 100 mem-
bers had a time to chat and a 
short program with remarks 
from Interim vice president 
for university advancement 
Joyce Helyer, President Ha-
becker and director of stew-
ardship and scholarships 
Chuck Stevens. 
    "You here today have 
helped make the dreams of 
people, the visions of people, 
come to life," Habecker said, 
"You help us give the vision 
its wings." 
     On Friday evening, the an-
nual President’s Dinner was 
held to honor people who 
have donated $1,000 or more 
to Taylor within the past year. 
This year nearly 300 people 
attended the dinner. 
    There was a short program 
of vocal duets by Associate 
Professor of Music Patricia 
Robertson and her husband 
Fritz.
     The Habeckers' children 
shared proud memories of 
their parents.
     "Mom played Star Wars 
with me," David said, "I just 
remember mom doing the 
best Darth Vader boice she 
could."
    Matt thanked his par-
ents for faithfully attending 
events with which he was 
involved. He recalled all of 
his events his parents came 
to watch, recalling a specifi c 
baseball game during which 
it was raining.
     "There was dad in his rain-
coat," he said. "[My parents] 
have always been very sup-
portive."
    The presidential partner’s 
address was given by David 
LeShana. LeShana is presi-
dent emeritus of Seattle Pa-
cifi c University and George 
Fox University. He and his 
wife are also close friends 
and former co-workers of 
President Habecker. 
     LeShana talked about the 
change occuring in our world 
right now.
    "Taylor University is not 
only built to change, it's built 
for change," he said. "It's 
built on core values that will 
not change."
    He emphasized Taylor's 
constant dedication to 
Christ.
       "The will of God still pro-
vides the direction for this 
university," he said.
    LeShana concluded by 
emphasizing the part the 
presidential partners play in 
Taylor's advancement.
    "We have a compelling 
responsibility to help Taylor 





     In addition to dealing 
with their concern for Laura, 
the VanRyns have also dealt 
with the death of a close 
friend this past week. Laura, 
her parents and her siblings 
have worked on staff with 
Brad Larson in the past. Lar-
son did not survive the crash 
last Wednesday.
     “When she (Laura) does 
come around, she’ll have a 
lot to deal with in terms of 
what has happened here and 
about her friends that have 
passed away,” Lisa said.
     Laura’s three siblings at-
tended Larson’s funeral on 
Sunday.
     “I hear Brad’s brother 
said something at the funeral 
that I kind of like,” Don said. 
“‘Do you have a brother? 
Tell him you love him. Give 
him a hug.’ We say the same 
thing.”
     Laura was just three-and-
a-half weeks from complet-
ing her bachelors degree in 
communications and public 
relations at the time of the 
crash. She has participated 
in Taylor’s lacrosse for two 
years and many different in-
tramurals for four years. She 
has been active in the Upper 
Peninsula Bible Camp as a 
staff member and camper for 
many years. 
     “She’s one of the most 
compassionate people I 
know … not a mean bone 
in her body,” Lisa said. “She 
loves people and anyone that 
knows her would say that 
she’s very compassionate … 
bubbly, energetic, making 
people laugh.”





Q: Why does the university 
even need a tagline?
A: The administration felt that 
Taylor didn't have an image for 
people to relate to. They felt a 
new tagline was necessary in ac-
complishing that.  
Q: When and where will I 
start to see these things?
A: "Beyond the Mind" has already 
begun to be integrated into 
university publications. The new 
logo will replace the current logo 
starting in the fall. Admissions 
materials and the Web site will be 
refreshed during this summer. 
Q: Who came up with "Be-
yond the Mind"? Was it the 
same people who created 
"We Covenant"?
A: No. "Beyond the Mind" was 
created and tested by people 
close to Taylor. VP of enrollment, 
Steve Mortland, and coordinator 
of communications, Amy Barnett, 
are "Beyond the Mind's" creators. 
Steve Christensen, the university 
graphic designer, created the logo 
and worked with  the new color 
palette. 
Q: Ok, I know Taylor spent 
a bunch of money on "We 
Covenant." How much money 
did this cost?
A: Not much at all. Mortland, 
Barnett and Christensen have put 
in many extra hours to make this 
possible. They kept the entire 
process inside Taylor, saving thou-
sands of dollars in the process. 
Senior Laura VanRyn continues 
to show signs of improvement 
at Parkview Hospital in Fort 
Wayne. She remains in the in-
tensive care unit after the April 
26 accident on I-69 S.
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* One or Two bedroom apartments
* On-site Laundry
* Central Air
* Range & Refrigerator furnished
Contact: Corrie Church at 998-0530
Casa Patricia Apartments
Now Renting For Fall Semester!
Off Campus Housing for ‘06-‘07
The Ranch 
at 239 Taylor Street
The Mansion 
at 1023 S. Second Street 
For small or large groups
Call 998-7354 for more info and a showing.
Hotrod Lincoln
*25 years auto repair experience
*front end alignments starting May 1
*1,000 sq. ft. 1950s memorabilia 
showroom
Take 15% off with Taylor ID
We'll do your last minute repairs 
before your trip home!




By Brittany Davis  
Contributor
  Paula Davis sits behind her 
offi ce desk, the palm tree and 
Florida memorabilia with 
her children’s pictures be-
hind her. She shares about 
her current position at Taylor 
and memories of her grand-
parents. As associate director 
of alumni relations, Davis’ 
responsibilities include orga-
nizing Taylor alumni events 
across the country, meeting 
with the Alumni Council, 
student class activities and 
co-organizing Homecoming. 
What she enjoys most about 
her job is the interaction with 
people. Although Davis en-
joys working with alumni, 
she admits, “It’s all about the 
students for me.”  
  Some of Davis character 
traits are attributed to her 
grandparents, Paul and Dai-
sy Frank. Growing up, Davis 
visited the 200-acre old-fash-
ioned farm every weekend 
and most holidays. 
   “There is no doubt in my 
mind that they loved me so 
much,” she said. 
     Davis followed her grand-
pa around everywhere. 
  “I was his shadow,” she 
said, breaking into tears. 
    One day, he told 5-year-old 
Davis to go in the house and 
wait on the couch. She heard 
the front door open and loud 
footsteps come close. When 
she opened her eyes, her 
grandpa was holding a baby 
pig by its tail for her to hold.
  Davis also had a special 
bond with her Grandma 
Daisy. She shared a story she 
described as funny, but dis-
gusting. One day, her grand-
ma decided she wanted fried 
chicken. She went to the hen 
house, took two chickens and 
twisted their necks off.    
    “She asked my cousin and I 
to each take a chicken neck,” 
Davis laughed and, “and 
throw them over the hog 
fence to the hogs.”
     Looking back, she said her 
grandparents’ spiritual lives 
had the biggest effect on her. 
Davis remembered Grandpa 
Frank always reading his Bi-
ble in his rocking chair. 
    “When he was really old, 
the print was too small, so 
I bought him a large print 
Bible and he loved it,” she 
said.
 Davis remembered her 
grandma making food for 
the sick. 
    “She always had a big in-
fl uence on me. She was never 
too busy to help people,” she 
said.
    Throughout the years, 
Davis learned from the em-
phasis on family, Bible read-
ing, church attendance and 
helping your neighbor. Da-
vis is upset by the lack of re-
lationship between younger 
people and their parents and 
grandparents today. 
   “If  kids don’t grow up [with] 
someone like my grandpar-
ents to infl uence them about 
the importance of family and 
God, it is very rare for them 
to develop [these values] on 
their own,” she said. 
  Davis uses the lessons she 
has learned and the charac-
ter traits her grandparents 
passed to her in her work. 
    “I think I can encourage 
people through this job,” she 
said. “When I am meeting 
alums, students, parents or 
student workers, I can be an 
encouragement to them. That 
loving feeling toward people 
is a big part [of] why I am the 
way I am.”
  Recently, Davis and her 
husband Mark lead the TWO 
trip to Ecuador. Davis is also 
a wing hook-up for Third 
South English. Cortney Kor-
shak, a student and resident 
of Third South shared her 
thoughts about Davis.    
    “Paula is like my second-
mom. I feel like I can trust 
her with anything,” Korshak 
said. “Whenever I see her, I 
know a hug is coming.” 
  God’s plans for Davis will 
take her in a new direction 
next year. Because of re-
structuring in the alumni 
department, Davis’ job will 
be eliminated at the end of 
May. Although, she is un-
sure about next year, Davis 
has a few ideas of where she 
would like to work. 
    “Maybe I’ll go back into 
teaching elementary school. I 
have taught seven and a half 
years. That is my fi rst love 
– having an impact and mak-
ing memories in the lives of 
children,” she said. 
      Although Davis is excited 
to see what God will do, she 
still will miss her job and the 
people she gets to work with. 
   “I love talking and pray-
ing with students. They are 
the light of my life!” she said. 
“It was a dream to gradu-
ate from and work at Taylor. 
As an alum, I thank God for 
the privilege I’ve had for six 
years to be a part of the min-
istry of Taylor University, by 
reaching out to students and 
alumni around the world.”
    Even through this diffi -
cult time, God has shown his 
goodness in her transition. 
    “He’s shown me peace and 
joy during a major life tran-
sition. He’s shown me that I 
have many friends in Taylor 
faculty, staff and students," 
she said.        
   Davis encourages students 
to visit her in her offi ce in 




  In an effort to provide aid 
to Upland area families who 
are in the midst of fi nancial 
diffi culty, sickness or crisis 
situations Helping Hands 
organization are dedicated 
to the aid of residents of Up-
land and Matthews.  
  This organization is affi li-
ated with several churches in 
the area, including Upland 
Community Church, as well 
as Upland Friends.  Help-
ing Hands is involved with 
several different projects 
to fulfi ll its mission.  Proj-
ects include a food pantry, 
a bread distribution route, 
emergency monetary assis-
tance made possible by pro-
ceeds from a thrift store, and 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
baskets.
  Communication Arts secre-
tary Carol Owens is a board 
member of Helping Hands. 
She has been involved in 
the ministry for 25 years. 
Owens handles the fi nances 
and works with other board 
members in making deci-
sions on the future of the 
ministry.  Owens takes her 
job very seriously.
  “It’s an outreach. I look at it 
as a home missions fi eld. We 
are here to help them; they 
are in our own backyard,” 
Owens said.
  Part of this outreach is the 
bread route volunteers do. 
After a Pepperidge Farm 
truck has made its  deliveries, 
the leftover bread is brought 
to about 20 homes and given 
to them for free.
  Recently, Helping Hands 
has been working on a project 
aimed at Taylor University. 
They are currently collecting 
miscellaneous items to do-
nate to local needy families. 
Helping Hands is looking for 
clothes, useable household 
items, trinkets kids could 
enjoy and food that has not 
been opened yet.  The drive 
starts tomorrow and will last 
until fi nals week. Boxes will 
be located on the fi rst fl oor of 
all residence halls.
  Owens feels strongly about 
this drive and what can be 
done with the help of Taylor 
students. 
  “We realized how much was 
going into the dumpsters. 
It was so wasteful,” Owens 
said. “We aren’t in it to make 
any money. We are here to 
help the people of Upland 
and Matthews.”
  Owens was quick to point 
out that the mission state-
ment is truly the desire of 
Helping Hands.  
  “Like all community ser-
vice, once you start, you 





  It’s easy to get confused 
about the Mayo Clinic.  Just 
ask Kendra Millington.
  “When I went to a friend’s 
house for Easter, their par-
ents had read of my accep-
tance to Mayo Clinic on Tay-
lor’s Web site and we were 
discussing it in front of Greg, 
their son.  Not having heard 
of the Mayo Clinic, Greg as-
sumed that I had received an 
opportunity involving work 
with mayonnaise,” Milling-
ton said.
 Seniors Kevin Dufendach 
and Millington have recently 
been accepted to the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minn. 
With 40 spots open for 40,000 
applicants a year, these stu-
dents are quite fortunate to 
be attending Mayo.  Milling-
ton’s reaction will be some-
thing she remembers for a 
long time.
   “Obviously, I was very excit-
ed to hear the news, but may-
be not as excited as I would 
have expected.  I think I was 
somewhat shocked to have 
actually been given a place in 
next year’s class,” Millington 
said. “I have worked hard at 
Taylor, but Mayo was still a 
far-off dream.  Even though 
I pursued the possibility, I 
was keeping my expectations 
low.”
  Millington, a Psychology 
major from Hudson, Ohio, 
lived in the dorms for three 
years on Second West Olson. 
Millington hopes to go into 
medical missions.   
   Dufendach’s reaction was 
a little bit different.  Gradu-
ating after J-term, Dufendach 
is now spending time doing 
medical missions in Ecuador. 
After receiving  acceptance to 
the Mayo 
C l i n i c , 
D u f e n -
d a c h 
p o s t e d 
the fol-
l o w i n g 
on his 
blog.





M a y o , 
D u k e , 
a n d 
Michigan, Mayo was my 
top choice," Dufendach said. 
"I was very impressed with 
their facilities and resources 
and I highly desire to be a 
part of the Mayo community. 
God gave me the desire of 
my heart.”  
  Dufendach is originally 
from Ada, Mich., and was a 
double major in mathematics 
and chemistry.  He spent sev-
en semesters on Third West 
Wengatz. He hopes to go into 
pediatric neurosurgery.
  “This entire process has 
been a wonderful lesson in 
trusting God," he said. "Last 
June, Pastor Louie, my home 
church pastor, gave a sermon 
on the end of Matthew 6, the 
passage addressing worry. 
He said in his sermon that 
there are two keys to com-
bating worry. First, you must 
work really hard and do 
whatever you can. Then, you 
must trust really hard and let 
God do the rest, according to 
His plan. This was exactly the 
process I went through.”
  Sophomore Kelsey Dufen-
dach was ecstatic to hear of 
her brother’s acceptance to 
Mayo Clinic.
   “I couldn’t be more excited 
for my brother," she said.   "He 
is one of the greatest people I 
know, and I know that God 
will use him in huge ways. 
Kevin has always loved 
children and over the years 
has developed a passion for 
helping people with brain 
injuries.  With Mayo being 
one of the best Neurological 
Centers in the U.S., maybe 
even world, it is like a dream 
come true for Kevin.  He will 
be amazing at his job.  I am 
so proud to be ‘Kevin’s little 
sister.”   
    Millington is excited to 
start at Mayo in the fall.
  “Mayo is an excellent medi-
cal school, and I am excited 
about the excellent prepara-
tion I will receive there,” Mil-
lington said.
Helping Hands aids local community
Davis learns 
from farm days
Kevin Dufendach plans to become a pediatric neurosurgeon after 
studying at Mayo Clinic.
Kendra Millington hopes to go into medical missions 
after graduating from Mayo Clinic.
UPLAND STOP N GO
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     As gas prices soar, more 
and more people are begin-
ning to wish we had more 
fuel-effi cient cars. We’ve all 
been making fun of envi-
ronmentalists for quite some 
time, but now their agenda 
doesn’t seem so silly. I am 
all for this supercar of the fu-
ture, and I think it’s high time 
we started thinking seriously 
about becoming environ-
mentalists ourselves. “I don’t 
want to be an environmen-
talist,” some Taylor students 
might say, “I’m a Christian, 
and I fi nd those tree-huggers 
smelly and ungodly.”  Envi-
ronmentalism, however, is 
not only loads of fun, but it’s 
a viable option for Christian 
college students everywhere. 
     There are piles of reasons 
why environmentalism is 
right for you. First and fore-
most, environmentalists are 
just plain cooler than the 
rest of us. They are gener-
ally much more easy-going 
than us uptight losers and 
wear hip, earthy clothes. Of-
tentimes they are more well 
read than the rest of us and 
all the bands they know are 
more relevant than all the 
bands that we know. Also, 
environmentalists are pretty 
popular. As an environmen-
talist, the girls will fl ock to 
you like you’re Jonathan Tay-
lor Thomas plus Brad Pitt. If 
you’re a girl-environmental-
ist, the boys will fl ock to you 
like you’re Paris Hilton plus 
free Taco Bell. 
     Why, just look at where 
they live. If you’re an envi-
ronmentalist, you probably 
live in Seattle or something. 
If you’re a non-environmen-
talist (conservative), you 
probably live in Texas or Ala-
bama. I have never been to 
any of these places, but I have 
watched a lot of TV. “Fraiser,” 
for instance, is set in Seattle. 
The Deep South, on the other 
hand, is usually where they 
fi lm “COPS” and “WWF 
Smackdown.”  Really, it’s 
up to you. Would you rather 
your next-door neighbor be 
an articulate radio-psycho-
analyst who gets into all sorts 
of kooky, affl uent adventures, 
or Offi cer Bill, three meth ad-
dicts, two prostitutes and The 
Undertaker?
     Although being part of 
the social elite might not con-
vince some business majors, 
the obvious economic appeal 
of environmentalism ought to 
be enough to turn their cold 
and calculating hearts. As an 
environmentalist, you will 
save money on all sorts of 
things. Riding a bike is, after 
all, much cheaper than driv-
ing a car or an airplane. You 
will no longer spend money 
on expensive things like deli-
cious steaks, fossil fuels and 
deodorant. Also, the poorer 
you are the less taxes you pay, 
so that’s a good way to save 
some cash too. 
     It should not go with-
out saying that Jesus prob-
ably loves environmental-
ists more than the rest of us. 
I’m sure there’s a Bible verse 
to back this up. I assume it 
has to do with being loving 
and responsible stewards of 
creation and also maybe the 
stuff about how environmen-
talists listen to cooler music. 
He died for all of us, sure, but 
who do you think he’d rather 
party with?  (Environmental-
ists. Obviously.)
     Finally, environmental-
ism is a much more satisfying 
dogma to live by. Other ide-
ologies, it seems, rely heavily 
on abstract beliefs that rarely 
have a chance to see the light 
of day in common practice. 
As conservatives, for exam-
ple, it’s all fi ne and nice for us 
to believe in no abortions and 
more wars, but how often do 
we really have the opportu-
nity to go out there and have 
healthy babies and shoot 
people?  Rarely, I should 
think, and for you fellows out 
there, hopefully never. Envi-
ronmentalists, however, get 
to live out their beliefs every 
day. As long as there are bikes 
to be ridden and trees to be 
hugged, you can start being 
an environmentalist too!
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     First East Olson would 
like to express our deepest 
gratitude and appreciation 
for your outpouring of love 
and support these past few 
days. You have all shown us 
what true Christian commu-
nity is; caring for one another 
during times of need. Spe-
cifi cally we want to thank: 
BroHo for the gifts and the 
time you’ve spent just being 
here with us, 2EO and many 
other for cookies,  1WW for 
the fl owers and cookies, and 
2nd and 3rd Gerig for emails 
and prayers. 
     We also want to express 
gratitude to Dr. and Mary 
Lou Habecker, the adminis-
tration, the faculty and the 
staff for uniting with us in our 
pain. Along with them, the 
DC and 3EO for breakfast on 
Saturday, Shelley and Shaun 
Casbarro and Jenn Hillier 
for support during this time, 
Melissa Willard for coordi-
nating housing in Michigan, 
and Tara Bailey for opening 
her home. Also we want to 
say thank you to Brandon 
Wong, Heidi Prillwitz, and 
Justin Smith for driving 1EO 
to Michigan, ISP for making 
the long drive bearable, In-
diana Wesleyan University 
for the use of their bus and 
bus drivers, Dan and Mike, 
to drive us to Michigan. We 
also appreciate 1WO for 
their support in this mutual 
time of grief and all of the 
Olson PA’s for their love and 
support, and the Smith fam-
ily for graciously paying for 
lunch for our entire group on 
Sunday. Thanks to the entire 
campus for thoughts and 
prayers.
    We especially want to 
thank Matt and Sandra for 
sharing Whitney with us this 
year and the Cerak family 
for demonstrating the love of 
God and opening their home 
and hearts to hundreds of 
Taylor students. Whitney 
was a woman who deeply de-
sired to know God more and 
show His love to everyone 
around her. All who knew 
her saw that love evident in 
her life and in her actions. 
There are so many more peo-
ple we wish to thank; please 
know that we are so incred-
ibly grateful for all that you 
have done for us. Christ’s 
love has been truly exempli-
fi ed through the actions of 
people on and connected to 
this campus. Thank you for 
mourning with us the loss of 
a beloved sister in Christ and 
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        Washington is in a slump. 
President Bush’s average ap-
proval rating in March was at 
37 percent, and neither party in 
Congress has earned a rating 
over 50 percent in over three 
years. A war looms, the defi cit 
remains, grows, and our repre-
sentatives in Washington pester 
each other in an endless circle 
of name calling, word twisting 
and fi nger pointing. The party 
in power has failed to take 
control, and the party out of 
power has refused to change. 
Washington is in a deadlock, a 
relentless circle of demise, and 
an outside force needs to come 
in and break up the fi ght.
        Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) 
is a Vietnam War hero who 
has held a congressional seat 
for 24 years. Recently, McCain 
was rated by Time magazine 
as one of America’s top ten 
Senators. He has challenged 
President Bush on a number 
of issues, including the use of 
torture, and he is a member 
of the Senate’s “Gang of 14” 
that ended the standoff on 
judicial fi libustering.
      A hypothetical 2008 race 
conducted by the Diageo/Ho-
tline Poll found McCain to beat 
the well known Sen. Hillary 
Clinton (D-NY) 52-39 percent. 
This winnability is largely 
due to McCain’s appeal to the 
other side of the aisle—some-
thing no other in Washington 
has been either willing or able 
to do. Twenty three percent 
of Democrats reported they 
would vote for McCain. In con-
tract, a recent Rasmussen sur-
vey found that only 51 percent 
of McCain’s fellow conserva-
tives had a favorable opinion 
of him; this placed him behind 
both Rudy Giuliani and Con-
doleezza Rice.
    These contrasting poll 
numbers highlight McCain’s 
biggest hurdle in 2008 would 
not be winning the general 
election but rather getting the 
GOP nomination. However, 
McCain may not even need 
that. Republican strategist 
Ed Rollins said, “According 
to these numbers, the GOP 
needs John McCain more than 
McCain needs the GOP.”
      This observation raises an 
interesting suggestion. Could 
McCain win as an indepen-
dent candidate?  In more re-
cent elections, independent 
and minor party candidates 
have failed even to become 
major contenders. The fear of 
splitting the vote is always a 
major effect of independent 
candidates and the reason 
why many are quick to de-
nounce such a thought. Bill 
Clinton’s victory in 1992, for 
instance, was credited by 
some to Perot, who split the 
conservative ranks and won 
votes that otherwise would 
have gone to Bush. 
      A different type of split 
may occur with McCain as 
the independent. Given Mc-
Cain’s moderate appeal, the 
split would not end at the 
aisle but would rather reach 
across both sides. This would 
not lower the votes of just 
one of the other candidates 
but rather both. A hypotheti-
cal three candidate election 
between Hilary Clinton, Jeb 
Bush and McCain was the 
topic of a poll: McCain 40 per-
cent, Clinton 34 percent and 
Bush 18 percent.
     At age 70, the 2008 presi-
dential election is likely to 
be McCain’s last chance to 
make a bid for the presiden-
cy. After 146 years of battling 
in Washington, the Republi-
can and Democratic parties 
have reached a stalemate of 
failure. A third party voice in 
the White House is needed to 
end this regression, and John 
McCain is the only person 
with the ability to accom-
plish such an endeavor.
Get ready for McCain in 2008
BY ADAM ROCKWELL
Letters to the Editor must be sent to echo@tayloru.edu by 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday and be no longer than 400 words. Due to vol-
ume, not all opinion articles received can be printed. Opinions 
should be kept as concise as possible. The Echo reserves the 
right to edit submissions for length and content.
Letters to the Editor
     Taylor students, faculty 
and staff have been hit with 
one tragedy after another this 
week. We have responded 
with compassion and encour-
agement every single time. 
I hope we can likewise sur-
round the friends and family 
of dismissed sophomore Na-
than Downhour with prayers 
and support.
    Nathan, 23, who was near-
ing the end of his third se-
mester at Taylor, was arrested 
in March in a sting opera-
tion conducted by “Dateline 
NBC.” The sting targeted 
men soliciting sex to minors 
in Internet chat rooms. The 
“minors,” however, were 
actually employees of per-
verted-justice.com, an online 
watch dog group hired by 
“Dateline.” 
     When Nathan and 17 other 
men came to the home of the 
presumed minor, they were 
questioned by NBC’s Chris 
Hansen before being arrested 
by Ohio sheriffs and charged 
with attempted unlawful sex-
ual conduct with a minor—a 
felony.
      Nathan insisted he was 
not going to go through with 
it and was unaware that us-
ing the Internet to solicit a mi-
nor for sex is illegal. He was 
released on bond.
     How many times have you 
seen similar TV specials and 
judged the men exposed by 
investigators? Have you ever 
thought, “What if they were 
my friends?” “What if they 
were my family?” Or, per-
haps, “What if that was me?” 
     I do not want to diminish 
the severity of the alleged 
charge, but I do want to reit-
erate the fact that we have all 
messed up.  As I watched the 
“Dateline” special, I could not 
help but think, “What if every 
time I messed up “Dateline” 
was waiting to expose me on 
national TV?”
       I’m sure I would learn 
lessons much faster than I 
usually do. I would also be 
humiliated and scared to face 
a judgmental world.
    The arrests have been 
made, the consequences are 
being paid and the guilt and 
regret will no doubt linger for 
years. Let’s leave judgment in 
the hands of the courts and 
the hands of God, and follow 
Jesus’ call to love. Let’s stop 
focusing on wrongs we can-
not right and start focusing 
on the hurt we can help heal.
     We need to love Nathan, 
his family and his friends. 
Taylor has proven its ability 
to come together in a time of 
tragedy--to pray, to love and 
to encourage each other; and 
I have no doubt we can do so 
again.
What if 'Dateline' saw you?
KRISTINA SATERN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
     If I had a nickel for every 
time I heard a girl on this cam-
pus say, "Guys need to step up 
more and take the initiative!," 
well, let’s just say I would be 
a very wealthy woman. 
     A friend and I had a con-
versation a few weeks ago 
about the leadership of 
Taylor men. We discussed 
potential causes for more 
women volunteering for 
ministry opportunities than 
men. We thought about why, 
when praying in a group, 
the women are usually fi rst 
to speak up. We wondered 
what could be the reason 
behind this awkward power-
shift. I wish I could tell you 
we came up with anything. 
     Sure, there are the token 
responses: women today are 
bolder and we are fi nding 
ourselves in new places and 
new opportunities, this post-
feministic generation of men 
has been taught to stay in the 
background, or guys are intim-
idated by headstrong young 
women so they just prefer to 
stay out of the fi re. However, 
in these “reasons” I still see a 
problem, not a solution. 
        Men are created with 
a deep desire to serve in au-
thority. It would only make 
sense that such a desire 
would create an easy target 
in which the enemy can fos-
ter apathy, fear, and a lack 
of confi dence. Obviously 
just because you are male 
doesn’t mean you want to be 
in the spotlight or at the top. 
That would be an overgen-
eralization. But leadership is 
truly what you are made for. 
When I have seen Taylor men 
take the lead in any fashion, 
be it in a relationship, behind 
the scenes or in a visible po-
sition, I have been very im-
pressed with their caliber. 
     As I walked back to my 
dorm after that conversation, 
I was suddenly overcome 
with a desire to pray for the 
men on Taylor’s campus, 
both for those who are faith-
fully serving in leadership 
positions and those who 
aren’t. Ladies, I challenge you 
to join me in this. Pick out a 
few guys you care about and 
lift them up, anonymously 
fi ghting for them in prayer. 
Try to change that critical at-
titude we women can don so 
easily. Watch your own nega-
tive remarks and take oppor-
tunities to encourage these 
men. These are all things I 
struggle with and will try to 
focus on changing as well. 
       They say it takes ten com-
pliments to erase the effects 
of one insult. Change in this 
area is going to have to come 
from the inside out and you 
never know when your own 





  You know a rapper is get-
ting old when he starts 
talking about losing his 
hair. Despite the fact that 
35-year-old Dennis Coles, 
better known as Wu-Tang 
veteran Ghostface Killah, 
may be getting a little thin 
on top, his latest album, 
“Fishscale,” is his thickest, 
fullest and most vibrant al-
bum yet.
  Seven of the 24 tracks are 
skits. To those familiar with 
Ghost’s past albums, it is 
not really a surprise. Ghost 
seems to enjoy putting 
these skits on his album, 
but “Fishscale” keeps them 
brief and generally much 
less weird. I think every-
one skipped the “Bathtub” 
skit from “The Pretty Toney 
Album” after playing the 
album the fi rst time. Take 
them or leave them, they 
are part of the album. 
  Skits aside, this album is 
chock-full of solid content. 
Despite fantastic guest ap-
pearances from Raekwon, 
Trife, Ne-Yo and the en-
tire Wu-Tang Clan, this is 
Ghost’s best album lyri-
cally.
  He has a talent for telling 
stories through his fl ow 
and generally staying away 
from the ever-popular top-
ics of money, knives, guns 
and women found in most 
popular rap music. This 
is especially apparent in 
“Whip You with a Strap,” 
in which Ghost recounts his 
childhood over a mellow 
beat provided by J Dilla, 
who passed away earlier 
this year of an incurable 
blood disease. 
   Whatever Ghost is talking 
about, however, the truth is 
he can just plain rap. After 
being in the business for 
over 10 years, he has devel-
oped some amazing skills. 
Ghostface drops some seri-
ous rhymes on this album, 
bringing real talk and verses 
for grown folks to a hip-hop 
scene that desperately needs 
them. Put on “The Champ” 
and tell me if your concept 
of hip-hop is not redefi ned. 
Listen to “Be Easy” and tell 
me if it does not feature the 
best hook to be heard on a 
rap song in the past three 
years. 
     However, it is the pro-
duction that really makes 
“Fishscale” shine. Ghost has 
an above average fl ow, but 
even if he were spitting his 
verses over mediocre beats, 
this album could still be a 
total bomb. Pete Rock may 
not be a household name 
to most people, but he is 
one of the best producers in 
hip-hop history. He proves 
it on “Fishscale,” holding it 
down with three of the four 
best beats on the album. His 
productions, “R.A.G.U.,” 
“Dogs of War” and “Be 
Easy,” are all mind-blowing 
in both beat and rhyme. 
    When was the last time 
you heard an album so 
refreshing you grabbed 
your keys, jumped in the 
car, threw on your favorite 
track and just cruised? Even 
at these gas prices, you’ll be 
reaching for you keys with-
in the fi rst 15 minutes. 
  During the one hour, 51 
minutes of “United 93,” 
there are very few moments 
that remind the audience 
they are watching a movie. 
Paul Greengrass (“Bourne 
Supremacy”) helms the 9/11 
drama, which he also wrote.
  “United 93” unveils the 
events in roughly the same 
amount of time they occurred 
in reality. Greengrass gives 
the audience a better idea of 
the confusion that erupted 
through control rooms across 
the country.
  As the film jumps from 
Boston to New York and 
from Cleveland to NORAD 
(North American Aerospace 
Defense Command), it 
becomes increasingly clear 
that there was a break-
down in communication. It 
also shows how incredible 
it was that the day ended 
with every plane grounded, 
which was no small feat.
    Factually accurate, the film 
was made for a fraction of 
what most big budget films 
are made and is eerily star-
free, a strategic move that 
manages to build a more 
realistic picture than would 
have been obtainable with 
Tom Hanks or Mel Gibson 
delivering the iconic line, 
“Let’s roll.”
   Questions of “too soon?” 
prompted the film’s trailer 
to be pulled from at least one 
theater and caused the stu-
dio to doubt the film would 
produce decent returns, but 
opening weekend showed 
otherwise. The film opened 
in second place and earned 
back most of the money it 
took to make.
  Shot in the hand-held style 
for which Greengrass is 
known, “93” makes you feel 
as if you are actually on the 
plane, or in the command 
tower. Traces of Hollywood 
filmmaking are hard to find. 
   The unknown cast mem-
bers give fairly natural per-
formances, lending to the 
feeling of watching the actual 
events. There is also almost 
no soundtrack whatsoever, 
with music making appear-
ances only when absolutely 
necessary.
  In the only moment that 
feels at all orchestrated, 
Greengrass attempts to 
show a correlation between 
the events of 9/11 and the 
religious ideals that fueled 
them. Greengrass inter-cuts 
scenes of the hijackers pray-
ing with scenes of the pas-
sengers doing likewise. This 
sends two conflicting mes-
sages. One is, “Look, they 
are all human and they all 
have faith,” and the other is 
that the conflict boils down 
to a war of religions. 
  Greengrass attempts to 
show the terrorists in a 
human light, using subtitles 
rarely and only at moments 
when the terrorists are show-
ing concern for the comple-
tion of their goal or talking 
to loved ones.
   “United 93” is rated R for 
scenes of terror and violence, 
but the rating seems unfair. 
Though the film depicts 
stabbings and the crash of 
the plane, it is done in a 
manner that would ordinar-
ily receive a lower rating. 
Profane language in “93” is 
also at the PG-13 level.
  Watching passengers make 
phone calls to their friends 
and families on the ground 
is the hardest part to watch. 
The cast delivers incred-
ible performances when the 
movie needs them most. 
   “93” serves as a reminder 
of what happened on 9/11. 
Some have said it is too soon, 
but maybe it is not soon 
enough. Greengrass paints 
a picture of heroic courage 
and tremendous heartbreak 
that typifies the cataclys-
mic events that brought the 
flight to that field in western 
Pennsylvania.
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Taylor Theatre presents Lansford Wilson's Pulitzer Prize-winning play "Talley's Folly." Performances 
will be held Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. in Mitchell Theatre. Tickets are 
available at the communication offi ce for $6. Pictured: Junior Ashley Mabie and senior Aaron Leu.
TU Theatre presents
Ghost raises bar with 'Fishscale'
Realism reigns in 'United 93'  
BY JOE PENNINGTON
CONTRIBUTOR
   A little less than a decade 
ago, Boise, Idaho’s Built to 
Spill was the smiling god-
parent of an entire strain of 
indie pop emerging from 
the Pacifi c Northwest. Boise 
being–let’s face it–not quite 
known for its pioneering rock 
bands, Built to Spill caught 
on in the ever-burgeoning 
Seattle, Portland and Olym-
pia scenes.
  The fi rst song on its new 
record “You in Reverse,” 
“Goin’ Against Your Mind” 
is the most purposeful and 
hard-rocking song the band 
has recorded this decade. 
Singer and guitarist Doug 
Martsch waits two full min-
utes before coming in with 
his sky-scraping vocals and 
trademark guitar fi reworks. 
   “Traces” kicks the trail dust 
off Spoon and the Shins’ 
Southwestern pop and im-
bues it with Martsch’s own 
anxious melancholy. Like 
most of the songs on the al-
bum, it would benefi t from 
being a minute shorter.
   Take, for example the ag-
ile pop song, “Conventional 
Wisdom.” It once again re-
veals Martsch’s pitch perfect 
melodic sense. As “Conven-
tional Wisdom” drags on into 
an interminable instrumen-
tal coda, however; it wears 
out its welcome. The song 
spends its last third unfurl-
ing meandering guitar solos 
over the same two chords. 
When it fi nally ended, I had 
forgotten the hooks that orig-
inally grabbed my ear.
   So the rest of “You in Re-
verse” continues. Can’t-miss 
singles become extra work 
for whose ever job it is to edit 
songs for radio airplay. Like 
an old friend who overstays 
his welcome, “You in Re-
verse” is a bittersweet and 
slightly awkward experi-
ence.
Built to Spill goes 'In Reverse'
BY JARED BANE
A&E EDITOR
  Our little Payne’s is grow-
ing up so fast! Last Saturday 
Payne’s Coffee & Custard 
celebrated its fi rst birthday 
and invited friends of all 
ages to enjoy a musical smor-
gasbord in addition to some 
tasty treats. 
   The rain did not keep faith-
ful lovers of local music 
away as people packed into 
the tiny restaurant for a piece 
of the action. The crowd left 
only a tiny walkway up to 
the counter.
   The fi rst performer, singer-
songwriter Morgan Stewart 
of Lansing, Mich., played a 
short soothing set to start the 
evening. Everyone listened 
in silence to her fi nger-pick-
ing guitar style and intro-
spective lyrics. Even Stewart 
was surprised everyone was 
so attentive, thanking the 
audience more than once for 
their kindness. Her soprano 
vocals and overall genuine 
presentation proved a great 
start to the evening.
   Our Mother’s Sons were 
next on stage, featuring 
Payne’s employee and mas-
termind behind the birthday 
fest, senior Jamin Clutcher, 
on accordion. The local three-
piece band announced that 
they had only two weeks of 
practice, but their deep lyrics 
and well-established melo-
dies were enjoyable nonethe-
less. Now that they have had 
three weeks of practice, may-
be we will hear them again 
sometime soon. 
  TinyFolk, Russ Woods’ 
one-man show (although he 
was joined by his girlfriend), 
soon took stage. Woods 
and his girlfriend, Meghan, 
might have been the most 
happy, yet endearingly bash-
ful, people I have ever seen. 
The couple was so charming 
that it seemed everyone was 
on the edge of their seats, 
waiting for what Woods was 
going to say next. The set fea-
tured a ukulele and a melod-
ica (a keyboard operated by 
blowing into a mouthpiece), 
as well as songs about owls, 
love, sunlight and other mer-
ry subjects. TinyFolk’s lat-
est release is “Love Doesn’t 
Grow on Trees” on Agricul-
ture Records. 
   The Payne’s musical birth-
day party ended with the 
Muncie three-piece band, 
Arrah and the Ferns. Fronted 
by Arrah Fisher, the band 
featured piano-driven melo-
dies, the mandolin-banjo hy-
brid instrument “banjolin” 
and even a drummer who 
doubled as a recorder-play-
ing prodigy.
   Arrah and the Ferns has 
gathered quite a following 
since its inception merely 
months ago, and the reason 
why was obvious on Satur-
day. The mixture of his and 
hers vocals sounded both 
unique and familiar, leaving 
listeners with a new, yet ap-
proachable sound. The band 
used unconventional lyrics 
on a wide variety of topics, 
from mean girls to love gone 
awry and everything in be-
tween.
  Saturday’s show even fea-
tured a cameo by senior 
Joe Ozinga, who is always 
a crowd pleaser. His stage 
presence added to the over-
all fun and musical bliss that 
Arrah and the Ferns had to 
offer. The band is currently 
working on an album to be 
released in July on Standard 
Recording Company.
  Who knew that Payne’s 
Coffee & Custard would turn 
into the greater Upland/Gas 
City area’s hot spot for local 
music? I have a feeling that 
this once unexpected venue 
is just getting started. Happy 
birthday, Payne’s.
Payne's toasts first anniversary
BY TARA BENDER
CONTRIBUTOR
Photo courtesy of Evilrose.net
Built to Spill has infl uenced a number of now-popular bands such 
as Modest Mouse, Death Cab for Cutie and Wolf Parade.
Photo courtesy of Rottentomatoes.com
Director Paul Greengrass cast his controversial fi lm based on the fate of the passengers aboard one of 
the 9/11 planes with unknown actors to enhance the story of everyday people becoming heroes.
      With the tragic events of 
April 26 weighing on their 
hearts, the Trojans' track 
team competed in the Mid-
Central Conference Meet at 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
last weekend. 
     The team discovered two 
important things at the meet: 
the diffi culty of persevering 
through adversity and the 
power of community.
 The Trojans wore 
purple ribbons while com-
peting in memory of the lives 
lost last Wednesday. They 
were joined in their griev-
ing by coaches and athletes 
from many of the other MCC 
teams, who also wore purple 
ribbons.
 “We simply are in-
cluded in a great conference,” 
Taylor coach Ted Bowers 
said. “They’re our friends. 
When that many people care 
about you, it gives you a bet-
ter understanding of what’s 
involved in the Body of 
Christ.”
     At the awards ceremony, 
the team witnessed a tremen-
dous display of community 
and solidarity.
     “The other schools of the 
conference had our team 
walk into the infi eld,” se-
nior Andy Long said. “Then 
all the runners from the 
other teams encircled Tay-
lor, placed hands on us, and 
prayed for our team, school 
and community. After the 
prayer, I was embracing run-
ners from IWU and Goshen, 
and we were all crying.  They 
were crying with us.”
       The athletes each did their 
best to prepare themselves 
mentally for the meet.
       “After what happened 
last week, it was kind of hard 
at fi rst getting back in the 
swing of things for [the MCC 
meet],” freshman Ian Brown 
said. “I took Thursday off so 
I could get my mind not only 
ready for [the MCC meet], 
but also as a break from ev-
erything else.”
     Brown fi nished second 
in the 100 m and the 200 m, 
with times of 10.87 seconds 
and 21.72 seconds, respec-
tively.
       “I made my own little 
personal goal to honor those 
who passed in the best way 
I knew how, and for me that 
was to compete and never 
give up in a race,” Brown 
said. 
    In both the men’s and 
women’s scores, the Trojans 
fi nished third overall, be-
hind Bethel and IWU. Long 
was very proud of the team’s 
effort. 
     “Nearly 90 percent of our 
team recorded a personal 
best in at least one event this 
weekend,” Long said. “We 
knew that to have a shot at 
winning this thing, we were 
going to have to come out and 
have a ridiculous weekend. 
After the meet, we looked 
back at the score sheets and 
realized that is exactly what 
we did. Unfortunately, so 
did Bethel and IWU.”
     Long fi nished third in the 
men’s 400 m with a time of 
48.72 seconds, less than 0.5 
seconds behind fi rst place. 
He led the race up until the 
fi nal stretch.
      “With about 60 m to go, 
the runner from lane six 
blew by me, and I knew I 
was done.  I tried my best to 
power for another surge, but 
I couldn’t get that next gear. 
Then, with about 20 m to go, 
the runner from lane four, a 
runner I was previously un-
defeated against, surged past 
me just enough to edge me 
out at the tape.  That hurt,” 
Long said. 
       Also turning in strong 
performances for Taylor were 
senior Lance Vanderberg 
and junior Lolly York, who 
both ran over 10 miles for 
the meet. Vanderberg placed 
second in the men’s 5,000 m 
and the 10,000 m and sixth in 
the 1,500 m. York placed sec-
ond in the women’s 1,500 m, 
5,000 m and 10,000 m, miss-
ing out on fi rst place in each 
event by scarcely more than 
a second. 
     Sophomore Kelsey Ran-
dall, who won the women’s 
triple jump for the Trojans 
with a distance of 10.83 m. 
     Long, Brown, freshman 
Andy Marston and junior 
Randy Dunbar led the Tro-
jans to a second place fi nish 
in the men’s 4x400 m relay.
     In addition to being a 
powerful display of unity, 
the awards ceremony was a 
time of refl ection for the Tay-
lor athletes.
      “When the awards were 
being handed out, all I could 
think about was thanking 
those who could not be here, 
because in some way they 
gave me strength and speed 
when I thought I was tired,” 
Brown said. 
    “To end the most impor-
tant meet of the season, 
surrounded by the love of 
Christian brothers and sis-
ters—that was amazing,” 
Long said. “I will remember 
that moment until I die.” 
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TU sets all-time win record
Taylor moves on to MCC championship game, qualifies for regional tournament 
SPORTS
Trojan slugger Tad Litwiller connects with a pitch during the 3-2 Trojans' loss against Indiana Wesleyan on April 18. The junior leads the team this year with 10 home runs and was recently elected 
as the 2006 All-Conference Team catcher. Litwiller was joined on that team by first baseman Ricky Pease, second baseman Trent Mast and outfielder Michael Bentley. Pitcher Luke Baeslack, who has 
anchored the Trojan staff all season, received honorable mention status. The Trojans will play at 4 p.m. today at Huntington against the winner of Spring Arbor-Indiana Wesleyan.      
BY ANDREW NEEL
STAFF WRITER
Photo by Alisse Goldsmith
Sports
Track teams take third
TU softball eliminated
Senior Amanda Ekman connects with a pitch during the 
Trojans' 6-0 win over Grace College on April 20. The team 
qualified for the MCC tournament this year, but was defeated 
on Wednesday by the Bethel Pilots, 10-1. The team finished 
the year 7-23, 7-10 in conference play. Taylor will lose 
seniors Sarah Sarracino and Emily Pensinger to graduation 
but will return the rest of their roster next spring. 
BY RYAN SCHMUCKER
REPORTER-IN-THE-FIELD
Photo by DJ Horton
        
   The MCC tournament 
started fast for the Trojans 
on Thursday. Just one win 
shy of the school win re-
cord, the Trojans opened the 
tournament against Goshen. 
The TU bats exploded for 14 
runs behind Luke Baeslack's 
complete game, three-run 
effort. The win was the Tro-
jans' thirty-fi rst of the sea-
son, which set a new school 
record as well as advancing 
the team to the tournament's 
second round.
      The Trojans' second round 
game matched them up with 
Spring Arbor. The Cougars 
had beaten the Trojans in 
their team's only two contests 
this season. Taylor jumped 
out to an early 2-0 lead, and 
heading into the seventh in-
ning still led 2-1. The Cou-
gars, however, put two runs 
on the board to take a 3-2 
lead. Taylor fought back in 
their half of the inning, with 
Matt Wiseman scoring to tie 
the game on a Tad Litwiller 
sac-fl y. 
      Spring Arbor scored again 
in the eighth to go ahead 4-
3. The Trojans, however, re-
sponded again. Dusty Miller 
led off the top half of the 
ninth with a hit, and two bat-
ters later stood at third base. 
Then, with his team down 
to it's fi nal strike, Litwiller 
singled to bring in the tying 
run. 
        But Taylor wasn't done. 
       After the Trojans put an-
other runner on, Ricky Pease 
hit a two-run home run, his 
fourth of the year, giving 
Taylor a 6-4 lead.  Chris Nycz 
closed the door in the bot-
tom of the ninth, earning the 
save.
       With the two victories 
Taylor secured a spot in to-
morrow's tournament cham-
pionship which will take 
place at 4 p.m. today at  Hun-
tington at 4 p.m. The Trojans 
will play the winner of  IWU-
Spring Arbor.
        The win also qualifi ed 
the team for a trip to the re-
gional tournament, which 
begins next week. 
       Last Friday, the team vis-
ited Huntington intending to 
walk away with a conference 
tournament berth. The Tro-
jans accomplished that feat 
on Saturday, despite losing 
the overall series to Hunting-
ton. Taylor played two games 
on Friday and two more on 
Saturday. Both sets of games 
were played in light of the re-
cent tragedy infl icted on the 
Taylor community.
      In the fi rst game on Friday, 
Baeslack got the start for Tay-
lor. Both teams scored a run 
apiece in the fi rst inning, but 
Huntington took advantage 
of two Trojan errors to push 
fi ve runs across in the third. 
Taylor rallied in their half 
of the third for three runs as 
well, bringing the score to 6-4. 
     In the fi fth, Huntington 
again took advantage of a 
Taylor error in the fi eld to 
bring three runs across. That 
was all Huntington needed 
to close out the game, with a 
fi nal score of 13-5.
    Game two’s starter,  Mike 
Bentley, was almost fl awless 
through six innings, giving 
up just one run, while Tay-
lor was shut out at the plate 
by Huntington starter Drew 
Taylor. In the top of the sev-
enth, the Foresters tacked on 
four runs and Taylor was un-
able to respond in the bottom 
of the seventh. The fi nal score 
for game two was 5-0. 
     At the end of  Friday's 
games, Taylor had dropped 
two and was in desperate 
need of a win to advance to 
the tournament. 
 Saturday morning's fi rst 
game was much the same 
as the day before for Taylor. 
The team had trouble getting 
the bats going again. 
      Wiseman got the start for 
Taylor. He went  two and 
two-thirds of an inning be-
fore Huntington knocked 
him out of the game. The 
Foresters pushed four runs 
across before Nycz came in 
to stop the rally. He went the 
rest of the game, throwing 
four and one-third scoreless 
innings. The Taylor offense 
was anemic though, and was 
once again shut out by Mi-
chael Dalton, who threw a 
four-hit gem for the Forest-
ers. 
     The Trojans were deter-
mined to turn things around 
in the fi nal game of the series, 
since it was their last chance 
to reach the postseason. 
      Huntington opened the 
game by scoring a run in the 
fi rst and adding another in 
the third off of Trent Mast. 
      Taylor struck back by 
rallying for four runs in the 
sixth to take the lead. The 
team was unable to hold it 
as Huntington scored twice 
in the bottom of the inning to 
even the score. The Trojans 
scored in the top of the fi -
nal inning, and only needed 
three outs for the victory. The 
Foresters did not give up, 
however, and scored another 
run in the bottom of the sev-
enth to even the score. 
    The game went to extra 
innings, but Taylor struck 
quickly in the top of the 
eighth, scoring a run. The 
team then capitalized on 
their lead by retiring the side 
on defense for the win 6-5, 
which clinched the confer-
ence tournament berth. 
      Taylor (32-20) plays today 
at Huntington at 4 p.m., with 
the regional tournament be-
ginning next week. 
